Joan Tort-Donada (Barcelona, Spain)
Hagiotoponyms in Catalonia (Spait)

A study of the general scope and geographical disttion of
religious place names

1. Introduction

| propose undertaking an empirical study of thespnee of religious place
names (hagiotoponyms or patrociny names) withirtdpenymy of Catalonia.
My starting point for this is a very simple congal®on: a hagiotoponym is a
place name that alludes tdhaly or sacredplace; and, by extension, a hagio-
toponym is a place name that alludes to any asgeeligion (MOREU-REY
1965: 89, 1982: 95).

As a general rule, and at least among Europeantroesinthe significance of
their hagiotoponymy, or religious toponymy extemndsll beyond a simple
consideration of its taxonomy; that is, a concemtifie problem of classifying
toponyms. Indeed, hagiotoponyms provide us withealth of qualitative
informationabout very basic aspects of a region’s history. , Anthermore,
albeit indirectly, religious place names provide wigh information about
important aspects of that region’s geography. As point, the words of
ENRIC MOREY-REY, recognised as one of the first scholars to takmtzrest
in the hagiotoponymy of Catalonia, are particulaalyposite. In referring
expressly to the historical value of religious plaames in Catalan toponymy,
he writes: “The information that can be derivednirthe presence of hagio-
toponyms is highly valuable, because, in gendnal devotion expressed for a
saint can be perfectly framed in a given epocheasiop of our history. In
Catalonia, for example, most of its hagiotoponyras be traced to the first
half of the Middle Ages.” (1982: 96).

To date, studies of the hagiotoponymy of Catalbaizge taken a predominantly
historical focus and adopted an approach that eadescribed as above all
thematic. In other words, they have, in the maindartaken analyses of
documented evidence and have, typically, examimedintroduction of a
given religious invocation (understood in its bresidsense and considering
all possible implications). A good example of thigproach (in Catalonia) is
provided by the case &ant Marti de Toursas discussed by ®REU-REY in
his thesis (1967). Thus, the central concern irshigly is the 470 places (of
great diversity, ranging from villages, churchdsamels and other buildings
even to moorland) identified with a toponym forme&dh an invocation to

©
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Sant Marti.But the author aims to do much more than simpblyse these
470 names: after locating them on the map, he e¢tstleem into “reference
points” from which he draws a range of differentadéarchaeological, geo-
graphical, ethnographic, bibliographic and histaljithat are related, directly
or indirectly, to these places. By so doing, ththauseeks to build up suffi-
cient information to be able to offer a reliabléesipretation of the problem he
seeks to solve: that is, providing a detailed ustdeding of the chronology
of the devotion tdSant Martiin Catalonia (a chronology directly influenced
by the historical vicissitudes of the age), its artpnce for the society of the
age and an explanation for the differences in iffasibn of this invocation
from one place to another in Catalonia. In shdrg, hagiotoponymic study
conducted by MREU-REY, which focuses on a specific invocation, gradually
becomes a unique means of reconstructing historyifsi broadest sense,
within the framework of a given region and society.

Here, the analysis | propose undertaking is quigndt. My aim is to study

the hagiotoponymy from a geographical perspectivat (s, emphasising the
distribution of this type of toponym throughout thegjion), and focusing on
its present-day significance (rather than on issonical importance). However,
| should stress that when | speak of a place natsgjaificance”, | allude to

its relevance as a toponymic element endowed \piliad meaning (and which
can be depicted on a map) and capable, therefbtegrsmitting specific in-

formation about a given place.

In conducting this study | have drawn on a numbeaelatively new sources
of information which have facilitated my analysreatly: | refer, specifically,
to the official gazetteer of Catalan toponymy (fefocth NOTMC)? In the
2009 edition of this source a total of 52,700 tgpos are included; of these, |
calculate 3,121 are hagiotoponyms (that is, 5.92%).

Basically, my analysis centres on a study of tkisa$ 3,121 toponyms. | am
interested in understanding the characteristicslaaanost notable features of
this set of names, highlighting the most frequambcations and the particular

L ts full Catalan name is “Nomenclator oficial dgaomimia major de Catalunya” (NOTMC),
published in September 2009 by the Generalitat dal@wa (Catalan Government); now in
its second edition, it consists of three volumast(Edition 2003). The concept of “toponimia
major” (principal toponymy) refers to the set ohpt names included in the official topo-
graphic maps drawn at a scale of 1: 50 000. ThHe=e are the principal place names in the
region, both spatially and geographically: from mtain ranges, hills and main rivers and
their tributaries to towns, villages and other typd settlement. Not included among the
principal toponymy, as is pointed out in the setiaitlining the methodology used (Nomen-
clator I, XVIII), are certain categories of namésattare not easily defined spatially, such as

@[ﬁ moorland and woodland, and the areas known in Gataloy the nameartides de terrga
traditional land division in Spain that particuladoncerns rural space).
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elements of the region’s geography to which theesamake reference (single
standing buildings, the nuclei of a settlemeniefdkeatures, river courses, or
other elements). This is complemented by an epigmapwvhich | study the
relevance of Catalan hagiotoponyms formed fromiritiecation toSant Marti.
Finally, I include a section of conclusions thatlseto make a number of
basic reflections on the subject studied here.

2. A brief note on the importance of Catalonia’s hgiotoponymy

Catalonia, which since the introduction of the 1@#&hstitution has acquired
the political status of an autonomous communityhimithe Spanish state, is a
historical nation with deep roots in the Christteadition. In fact, its incorp-
oration within the territory of the Roman Empiren@iergoing a comprehensive
process of Romanization from the end of tfiecéntury BC) and its sub-
sequent assimilation within, first, the Visigottitéa the 8' century) and, later,
Carolingian dominions (after the"&entury), facilitated the diffusion and
progressive hold over the lands of Christianity #sdnstitutions—specifically
via the Catholic Church. The period from th® © the 12 centuries was
particularly important in the political construati@f Catalonia, to the extent
that it was during these years that its procesgewitorial unification and
institutional independence was achieved. At theesame, it was the period
in which Catalonia became a “frontier territory”ifinn the so-calledMarca
Hispéanicg, standing as it did between the Carolingian andglivh Empires,
and during those years it experienced a major esisgtion of its settlement
pattern and the colonisation of its lands, a preéesvhich the monasteries
and churches played a leading role. For all theaeans, it is of little surprise
that in these centuries hagiotoponyms took rodCatalonia, a process that
was characterised by two main features: a) thetgrgmevalence of hagio-
toponyms in the north and east of the country, aiding with the area of
earliest agrarian settlement and colonisation {seemap of religious place
names in NOREU-REY 1967: 5, for further details); and b) the co-existe of
a medieval ecclesiastical colonisation with otr@nfs of colonisation; a co-
existence that would favour, in practice, the diferation of Catalan topo-
nymy, which was already very diverse, asROMINES points out (1965: 7-30).

A present-day example of the significance of hagiohyms within Catalan
toponymy can be seen by examining the names aktlien’s municipalities.

In Catalonia, there are currently 947 municipaditieach with its corresponding
name. Of these names, 112 are hagiotoponyms;2hat i83% of the total.
Their characteristics and prevalence are very unéaed, to a certain extent,
mirror the main traits described below for Catalsagiotoponymy as a
whole): 89 are male hagiotoponyms (79.46%), whle& female (20.54%).
Among the former, the most frequent invocationstar®ant Marti(8 cases), |||
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Sant PeréandSant Feliu(6 cases each®ant Joar(5 cases) an8ant Jaume,
Sant Julia, Sant Llorenand Sant Viceng4 cases each). Among the latter,
Santa Maria(7 cases) an@anta Colomg4 cases) stand out above all the
others.

Questions concerning the region’s hagiotoponymyigeconsiderable social
significance in Catalonia, related in all probapito what is known in Spain’s
contemporary history as the religious questiont(tbathe tension between
ecclesiastical power and civil society, which omwanber of occasions has
resulted in open conflict). Evidence of this is thebate caused by changes to
municipal names when they involve a religious iratamn; that is, when a
hagiotoponym is affected. Historically, the mokistrative case in this regard
was the “secularisation” of the hagiotoponyms & @atalan municipalities
during Spain’s revolution and civil war (1936-193@hich the author has
examined elsewhere GRT 2007)°

3. An initial analysis: male and female hagiotoponys

It is certainly significant that more than two thsrof the hagiotoponyms in
Catalonia (2,246 to be specific, or 71.96% of ttal} are invocations of male
saints. The remaining 875 (28.04%) correspondrafe hagiotoponyms.

First, | should point out that | do not intend tcamine here the reasons for
this imbalance in the hagiotoponyms by genderpatih there must have been
historical and religious reasons for this developimelowever, the approach
adopted in this study, which seeks above all toetstdnd the present-day
reality, prevents me from considering questiondwaitmarked chronological

component.

Below | look at each set of hagiotoponyms in turmiider to establish a basic
characterization of their make-up.

3.1. Male hagiotoponyms: general considerations

The 2,246 male hagiotoponyms are formed from & t6th38 invocations, of
which only 44 appear ten or more times as placesgsaifhese 44 invocations
account for 1,802 hagiotoponyms (that is, 80.23%thaf total), and are
distributed as followsSant Perg193 cases, 8.59%$ant Mique(181 cases,
8.06%), Sant Joan(155 cases, 6.90%$ant Marti(137 cases, 6.10%gant
Jaume(82 cases, 3.86%%pant Salvadof82 cases, 3.65%%pant Antoni(61
cases, 2.72%)Sant Julia(54 cases, 2.40%%ant Feliu, Feliuet, Félixor

2 These six cases become seven if we consider plogym Santpedora name formed from a
hagiotoponymic basgSantpedor < Sant Pere de I'Or).

3 For a historical reference on this question, see\RLA 1979.
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Felip (50 cases, 2.23%$ant Rod49 cases, 2.18%%ant Sebastifd9 cases,
2.18%), Sant Bartomey39 cases, 1.74%Hant Vicen((39 cases, 1.74%),
Sant Estevé38 cases, 1.69%%ant Cristofo(37 cases, 1.65%%ant Lloreng
(34 cases, 1.51%%ant Marc(34 cases, 1.51%Bant Andreu(33 cases,
1.47%),Sant Jordi(31 cases, 1.38%%ant Pay31 cases, 1.38%pant Roma
(31 cases, 1.38%%pant Sadurndr Serni(31 cases, 1.38%%ant Quirze, Quiri,
Quir or Quirc (30 cases, 1.34%%ant Genig27 cases, 1.20%%ant Climent
or Climencg(23 cases, 1.02%%jant Ramorf23 cases, 1.02%%ant Francesc
or Francisco(20 cases, 0.89%%ant Isidre(18 cases, 0.80%%ant Pong18
cases, 0.80%)Sant Joseffl6 cases, 0.71%%ant Iscle(14 cases, 0.62%),
Sant Jus{13 cases, 0.58%%ant Marcal(12 cases, 0.53%$ant Nicolay12
cases, 0.53%fant Baldiri(11 cases, 0.49%%ant Cuga(ll cases, 0.49%),
Sant Grau11 cases, 0.49%%ant Gregori{11 cases, 0.49%$ant Quinti{11
cases, 0.49%%Kant Cebrig10 cases, 0.45%%pant Cosm¢l0 cases, 0.45%),
Sant Diumenge, Doménec, DooniDomingo(10 cases, 0.45%%ant Mateu
(10 cases, 0.45%%ant Valent{10 cases, 0.45%).

A number of interesting features are worth mentigrn relation to the distri-
bution of these 44 invocations. First, there isgheeminence among them of
four namesSant Perg193 cases)Sant Miquel(181), Sant Joan(155) and
Sant Marti(137). Taken together they account for 666 occaeenwhich is
equivalent to almost 30% (or 29.65% to be exactlbthe male hagiotopo-
nyms in Catalonia. Second, there is the surprigipglor showing of certain
names that have enjoyed and continue to enjoy deradble popularity as
first names in Catalan society: such is the casgaot Josefl6 cases), and
even Sant Jordi,with slightly more uses (31 cases) but still rgkly few
compared to the main four. By contrast, certaintsanames of more restricted
use (when considered from a more general poiniesf)vstand out because
of their high number of occurrences: this is theecdor example, of the invo-
cations tdSant Salvado(82 cases)Sant Julia(54 cases)Sant Rog49), Sant
Sebastia(49), Sant Lloreng(34), Sant Marc(34) and the variants ddant
Feliu (50) andSant Quirz&30).

The remaining 444 male hagiotoponyms are formechfnovocations to a
total of 94 saints, none of which is referred toroare than nine occasions.
Of these, 42 figure just once in the gazetteer.ddtailed list of these invoca-
tions (included below) provides further evidencelw nature of Catalonia’s
hagiotoponymy and highlights the need to study tiethe local context in
which they occur.

The following saints’ names appe&ant Adjutori(1 occurrence)Sant Adria
(4), Sant Agust(5), Sant Aleix(2), Sant Alis(4), Sant Aman@r Amand(8),
Sant Ambrog2), Sant Ampeli{1), Sant Aniol(5), Sant Antol{(1), Sant Aventi o
(2), Sant Beaddl), Sant Bene(9), Sant Berger(1), Sant Bernab&9), Sant @[ﬂj
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Bernat(4), Sant Blai(8), Sant Boi(2), Sant Bonifaci(2), Sant Bri¢(1), Sant
Camil (1), Sant Cap(1), Sant Carleg2), Sant Celdon{1), Sant Celoni(1),
Sant Celg1), Sant Clenm(1), Sant Corneli(8), Sant Crist(9), Sant Cristau
(1), Sant Cristol(1), Sant Dalmauor Dalmai (3), Sant Daniel6), Sant Donat
(3), Sant Elieg5), Sant EIm(1), Sant Eloi(4), Sant Ermengq(8), Sant Esperft
(4), Sant Eudald3), Sant Eugini(1), Sant Fermi(1), Sant Ferran(2), Sant
Ferriol (4), Sant Formatgdl), Sant Fost(1), Sant Fruitds(9), Sant Gabriel
(3), Sant Gaieta1), Sant Gallard(1), Sant Germédl), Sant Gervas, Gervasi
or Girvé (6), Sant Gilor Gili (4), Sant Guillem(2), Sant Guim(4), Sant Hilari
(6), Sant Hipalit(1), Sant Honora(4), Sant Ignas{1), Sant lldefong1), Sant
Jeroni(7), Sant Llatze(7), Sant Lleir(3), Sant Lliseror Lliser (2), Sant Llobi
(2), Sant Llogari(2), Sant Llop(7), Sant Lluiq2), Sant Magi8), Sant Mamet
(9), Sant Marcebr Marcell (4), Sant Mauri(1), Sant Maurici(8), Sant Maximi
(1), Sant Medir(6), Sant Mer(4), Sant Moi(1), Sant Mori(1), Sant Mug(2),
Sant Narciq?2), Sant Nazari(9), Sant Nofreor Onofre (6), Sant Olegue(l),
Sant Onig1), Sant Pareor Santparé (8), Sant Patllari(3), Sant Pelai(1), Sant
Pelegri(5), Sant Piug1), Sant Pol(8), Sant Pou3), Sant Primor Prims(2),
Sant Privat(2), Sant Procopi2), Sant Rafae(1), Sant Roman¢2), Sant Ruf
(1), Sant Sadovél), Sant Salv{l), Sant Segimo(B), Sant Semisofl), Sant
Sepulcre(2), Sant Silvestrgs), Sant Simedl), Sant Sim{1), Sant Simplici
(3), Sant Six{(1), Sants Metge#4), Sant Teln(1), Sant Tirs(3), Sant Tomas
(5), Sant Tou3), Sant Urba(2), Sant Valeria1).

3.2. Female hagiotoponyms: general considerations

The 875 female hagiotoponyms present among theipahplace names of
Catalonia include 625 names linked to female intiona (or to the names of
saints) and 250 names corresponding to the Virgin.

It should be borne in mind here that in the Catéladition of onomastics the
usual form of dedication to the Virgin is via thepeessionMare de Déu
‘Mother of God’: Mare de Déu de Gracia, Mare de Déu de la BoverateVa
de Déu de la Devesa, Mare de Déu de les Fonts, Maf@éu del Far, Mare
de Déu del Remei, Mare de Déu del Rosé&r, However, the expression is
not exclusive, as it coincides frequently with tb&Santa Maria.But given
its toponymic importance and its widespread useutfiinout Catalonia, we
discuss it in more detail below.

4 Strictly speaking this is not an invocation, b thagionymic form used in referring to the
Holy Spirit.

5 Likewise, not strictly speaking an invocation.tihe Catholic Church, the allusion &nt Pare
‘Holy Father’ is equivalent to an allusion to thege, or the head of the Church.
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Significantly 524 occurrences of female saints’ eanfthe equivalent of
83.84% of the 625 names with a female invocatiamjespond to the fifteen
names listed belowSanta Maria(185 cases, 29.60%$anta Magdalen#67
cases, 10.72%¥%anta Margarida(46 cases, 7.36%%anta Eulalia(34 cases,
5.44%),Santa Llucia(33 cases, 5.28%%anta Anngd26 cases, 4.16%%anta
Barbara (26 cases, 4.16%%anta Crey26 cases, 4.16%%anta Fg21 cases,
3.36%),Santa Cecilieor Cilia (19 cases, 3.04%%anta Eugenia, Euginar
Euginia (15 cases, 2.40%%anta Colomd14 cases, 2.24%¥%anta Cristina
(11 cases, 1.76%%panta Agné¢ll cases, 1.76%%anta Susanng@ll cases,
1.76%).

Of particular note in the list is the pre-emineecgoyed bySanta Maria:185
occurrences, representing almost 30% of all cadesinvocation that follows
this in the listSanta Magdalenagnly occurs on 67 occasions—approximately,
two-thirds fewer. In relative terms, the pre-emicemnfSanta Mariais much
greater than the highest percentage recorded byntie hagiotoponyms.
Recall that the most frequently occurring na®ant Pereaccounted for just
8.59% of male saints’ names.

However, if we ignoreSanta Mariafor a moment, it is significant that the
most frequent occurrences in the female hagiotopgngre fairly similar to
the most frequent figures recorded among the meees:Santa Magdalena
accounts for 10.72%, arhnta Margarida7.36%; figures that do not differ
greatly from 8.59% and 8.06%, the percentage valbat head the male
ranking.

The other names occur fewer than ten times (arfifféen cases, only once).
What should be noted, however, is the great diteadinames: up to a total
of 32, which are listed below to illustrate the tgadar nature of Catalan
religious place nameSanta Afrg(1), Santa Agatar Agueda(5), Santa Blanca
(1), Santa Brigidg(1), Santa Candiar Candida(5), Santa Catering8), Santa
Digna (2), Santa Elenar Helena(7), Santa Engracig2), Santa Escolastica
(1), Santa Florenting1), Santa Francescél), Santa Isabe(l), Santa Joleta
(1), Santa Justd?2), Santa Llogaiaor Llocaia (6), Santa Madrong8), Santa
Marina (4), Santa Marta(1), Santa Obing1), Santa Oliva(1l), Santa Payl),
Santa Paulina(l), Santa Pellaiaor Pelaia (4), Santa Perpétud5), Santa
Quiteria (2), Santa Rita(2), Santa Rosd4), Santa Secling3), Santa Tecla
(1), Santa Teresetar Teresita(2) andSanta Victoria(1).

4. On the thematic nature of Catalan hagiotoponyms

In this section | analyse an aspect of the hagmtpmy that can be considered
quite novel: the kind of referent to which the naaflades or, in other words, o
the material concept that embodies its spatialtarrttorial meaning. Here, I@@
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am concerned with answering the following questighat object is actually
designated by the hagiotoponym?

The question is by no means banal. It is very nmatdted to the consideration
raised at the beginning of this discussion: a htagmnym can be understood
in a narrow sense, but also more broadly (andhislatter case, the scholar
of hagiotoponymy faces an even more complex proplém early as 1960
FRANCISCOMARSA warned of the ambiguity surrounding this situatitfhe
vacillating concurrence of a saint's name withdie@omination accorded that
place is not exclusive to the type of toponym undiscussion, but rather it
affects hagiotoponymy in general. The link betwdanhagionym [osaint’s
namg and another toponymic element, occurring throtighdedication of a
church or parish, often creates an area of unogytai{1960: 84).

To what extent is it possible to delimit thdsea of uncertaintypy means of
toponymic analysis? It is, without doubt, a compiesk. But, for the purposes
of this study, the use of a source such as the NOTatilitates affairs. It
should be stressed here that all the toponymsdedun the gazetteer are
characterised according to a given geographicahahé (from a total of 17
possible concept§)And, while for 52,700 toponyms this is a somewteat
stricted conceptual framework, it is neverthelessful for providing general
classification guidelines.

For the purposes of this study, and given the isibdgy of undertaking an
exhaustive analysis of all the hagiotoponyms inetuth the NOTMC, | focus
my attention on the hagiotoponyms formed from tlstnfrequent invocations:
four for male saints’ nameSant Pere, Sant Joan, Sant Miqueld Sant
Marti), and three for female saintSanta Maria,Santa Magdalenand the
hagiotoponyms formed with the expressibtare de Déu).Likewise, in
conceptual terms, | have reduced the possible aagsgof classification (or
geographical concepts) for these toponyms to juwst freligious buildings
(churches, chapels and hermitages); settlemergements of a settlement in
general (grouped or individual); relief elemento(mtains and relief features
in general), hydrographical elements (rivers andlEnfluvial courses) and a
final category of other concepts. Above and beyihigl somewhat schematic
nature, the five categories chosen do enable nuéféo an initial picture of
the “thematic distribution” of the hagiotoponymy@©étalonia today.

4.1. The nature of male hagiotoponymy

As indicated, | concentrate on the hagiotoponymséal from the four most
frequently occurring male invocatiorS8ant Pere, Sant Miquel, Sant Jcamrd

(&}
@[UJ % For the details of these concepts, see NOTMC xinple9.
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Sant Marti. The classification of these occurrences by categives the
following results (in absolute and relative figyres

a) Hagiotoponyms formed witBant Perg(193 cases, 8.59% of all the male
hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 102 (52.85%&f total); the settlement
and its elements: 35 (18.13%); relief elements(13258%); hydrographical
elements: 18 (9.33%); other: 6 (3.11%).

b) Hagiotoponyms formed witBant Miquel181 cases, 8.06% of all the male
hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 97 (53.59%h# total); the settlement
and its elements: 26 (14.36%); relief elements(12636%); hydrographical
elements: 22 (12.15%); other: 10 (5.52%).

¢) Hagiotoponyms formed witBant Joan(155 cases, 6.90% of all the male
hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 69 (44.52%hd# total); the settlement
and its elements: 31 (20%); relief elements: 3262%); hydrographical
elements: 16 (10.32%); other: 7 (4.52%).

d) Hagiotoponyms formed witBant Marti(137 cases, 6.10% of all the male
hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 67 (48.91%ila total); the settlement
and its elements: 38 (27.74%); relief elements(1B95%); hydrographical
elements: 14 (10.22%); other: 3 (4.48%).

4.2. The nature of female hagiotoponymy

Here, | concentrate on the two female invocatityras dccur most frequently
Santa Mariaand Santa Magdalenaand on a specific consideration of the
hagiotoponyms constituted with the expres$itare de Déu.

a) Hagiotoponyms formed witBanta Maria(185 cases, 21.14% of all the
female hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 128.189% of the total); the

settlement and its elements: 24 (12.97%); reliefneints: 11 (5.95%); hydro-
graphical elements: 11 (5.95%); other: 11 (5.95 %).

b) Hagiotoponyms formed witBanta Magdalen&67 cases, 10.72% of all the
female hagiotoponyms). Religious buildings: 43 {886 of the total); the
settlement and its elements: 7 (10.45%); reliefelats: 10 (14.93%); hydro-
graphical elements: 7 (10.45%); other: —.

¢) Hagiotoponyms formed with the expresdidare de DéU250 cases, 28.57%
of all the female hagiotoponyms). These toponymssgmt quite distinct
behaviour. Thus, virtually all the occurrences (2flthe 250, i.e. 96%)
correspond to “religious buildings” (that is, chiues, chapels and hermitages),
while only nine nhames are associated with “othercepts”. The main dis-
tinction to be made in this group is between thgidtaponyms associated
with a religious element (for examplglare de Déu de Fatima, Mare de Déu
del Rosergtc.), which represent a total of 82 cases (32.80%e total), and @[ﬁ
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the hagiotoponyms associated with a toponymic ehéerffer exampleMare
de Déu del Castell, Mare de Déu de la Font, MareDd#a de Carranima,
etc.), which represent the greatest number of qd&Ssoccurrences, 67.20%
of the total).

4.3. A concluding note on the nature of Catalan hagtoponymy

A general appraisal of these results highlightstémelency of Catalan hagio-
toponymy to present (in terms of its thematic re@tur dual orientation: on
the one hand, a (predominant) orientation towardatwas traditionally been
its genuine “semantic field”, i.e. the names of cfie religious buildings;
and, on the other, an orientation towards or alietveen the hagionyms and
other “toponymic elements” (features of relief, hggraphy and settlement),
in line with the reflections of MRSA noted above. Among these other topo-
nymic elements, those linked with features of desaent record fairly high
percentages (27.74% in the cas&ahnt Martiand 20% in that aBant Joalj
also of significance, are the percentages relataéltef features (20.65% in
the case ofSant Joanand 16.58% in that oBant Perg By contrast, the
percentages related to hydrographical elementsrageneral, lower (with a
maximum prevalence of 10.32% in the cas&ait Joarand 10.45% in that
of Santa Magdalena

In general, more conservative behaviour is seenrétiner, behaviour that is
reactionary to change) in the female hagiotoponyospared to that re-
corded in the male. Among the former, the prevaleioc the denomination
of religious buildings accounts for 64.18% of oceunces in the case 8hnta
Magdalenaand 69.19% in that oddanta Maria.Among male toponyms, by
contrast, it fluctuates between 44.52% 8ant Joanand 53.59% forSant
Miquel.

The reasons for this difference in behaviour liesiole the scope of this study;
however, | would venture that perhaps they aretadldo their respective

chronologies (for example, a later introductioroitite territory of the female

invocations). Likewise, | would venture that thigght also be the reason why
the hagiotoponyms formed with the expresditere de Déushow an almost

absolute correspondence with religious buildingd, am turn, a minimal ten-

dency to be linked with other elements of the tgpan

5. Case study: hagiotoponyms formed witlsant Marti

In the preceding pages this study has providedvanview of Catalonia’s
hagiotoponymy (as a subset of its present-day tyopgrconsidered at a gen-
eral level throughout the Catalan region, in treriework of what | have
referred to as its “toponimia major”) and of theimé&eatures of its geo-
@[@ graphical distribution. It is interesting, at thiscture, | believe, to complete
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the study with a brief examination of one spedfise study: hagiotoponyms
formed from the invocation dant Marti.Reference was made to this case in
the introduction, as it was one of the first invibmas to be studied systemat-
ically in Catalonia. And, for this reason, it se\as an interesting counterpoint,
given the detall it offers, for the more generakmiew provided up to this
juncture.

The study of the invocation &ant Martiand its importance in Catalan topo-
nymy began with the research undertaken R§NEISCOMARSA into the his-
torical relevance of this name among the villages settlements of Catalonia
(1960). The scholar recorded a total of 46 toponywith this invocation,
serving as the name for groups of dwellings andséttiements, and he noted
that their distribution in Catalonia was far fromnmogenous. Specifically, the
name was found to concentrate in the north andheast of Catalonia, near to
the border with France, and that this concentrat@mncided by and large with
certain ecclesiastic districts: the dioceses of Gicona and Barcelona, on the
one hand, and those of Solsona and Urgell, on tier dthat is, the central
area of the region referred to by historian€atalunya Vellapr “Carolingian
Catalonia”). The main conclusion MRSA drew from his observations was
related to the historical process of colonisatibthese lands; in other words,
the introduction of a new model for the settlemand farming of the land,
which historians refer to as the “medieval repopoid. This process took
place in these dioceses between the8d 1 centuries and the hagiotopo-
nymy of the period serves as evidence of the cactstn of these new settle-
ments. For MRSA, the specific invocation dbant Martiallows us to deter-
mine quite clearly the areas of Catalonia affebigthis process of colonisation
and repopulation around the year 900.

MOREU-REY took his analysis of the importance of this Catalagiotopo-
nymy, linked toSant Marti,much further (1967). The 470 places identified
by the author are indicative of the detailed natirbkis study; above all if we
compare this number with the 46 toponyms analyseMhRSA (associated
solely with settlements or groups of dwellings) avith the 137 place names
identified in this study (forming part of the “topionia major” of Catalonia).
MOREU-REY’s research is characterised above all by the iatiw nature of

his cartography: the detailed map that he drewlustiate his findings which
allowed him to draw his most relevant conclusiobhsw the historical and
geographical diffusion of hagiotoponyms formed wilant Marti within
Catalonia. By way of summary, the scholar makeddhewing observation:

“As for what affected the chronology and geographyhe devotion to Sant
Marti, the map reveals a marked density of pladesavship in Catalunya
Vella, that is, the lands conquered from the Moors betozel I century; this
contrasts with the scarce number of such invocatini€atalunya Novdthe °
southern lands of the provinces of Lleida and affdgona), in the kingdom@[ﬂj
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of Valencia and the Balearics. These findings aghlighted on the map if

we consider the approximate frontiers of the teryitre-conquered between
the years 850 and 950. (...) Sant Marti is the nresfulently occurring invoca-
tion, following that of Santa Maria, in the bishimsrof Girona, Elna-Perpignan
and Solsona (accounting for between 9 and 12%l @dh@lancient parishes),
and the second in that of Seu d’Urgell.” (1967: 6).

| feel that MDREU-REY’s “geographical reading” of his data is also intpat
because of its innovative nature. Here, he proviiessible interpretations of
his data, keys that can provide insights into tharacteristics of the geo-
graphical setting occupied by the places linkethtodevotion td&Gant Marti.

| speak, for example, of his references to altit{idat is, the high or prominent
sites occupied by the settlements) as realisedponyms such akl Puig,
Puigbo, La Mota, Peralta, SacostadLa Serra;to strategic sites of defence,
in names such aliralles, Sarroca, Montseny, Guardia, El Fand those
formed from references tGastell ‘castle’ or Torre ‘tower’; and he refers,
also, to aspects related to the highways, usingniyps such akstrada, La
Portella, Pontons, La Clusand names formed froRont'bridge’.

In practice, | believe that the approach taken [REIFREY, in adopting an
open interpretation of the hagiotoponymy, can bgreét interest to us today:
methodologically, because his study is founded onigarous empirical
approach that is well-defined in both space andestiend, scientifically,
because, far from restricting himself to a simphalgsis of hagiotoponyms,
his multifaceted study takes a broad approach, tipeth possible interrelations
and connections. It is here that | believe the mmsbvative aspect of his
work can be said to lie.

6. Conclusions

Hagiotoponymy is a branch of onomastics of many @ad/ing interests.
Appearing initially as a fairly limited, conservai field of study in terms of
its research possibilities and its highly specglisesearchers, the adoption of
a broader approach has served to emphasise itstipbtes a more general
area of study. Two reasons, | feel, make it poddigtattractive: the universal
nature of hagiotoponyms (to the extent that theseas, beyond their initial
function and value as denominations, eventuallyegge toponyms of a wide
open thematic spectrum), and the intrinsic aptsudleserved in hagiotopo-
nymy for establishing connections and corresponelengith names of all

types.

In Europe, hagiotoponymy as an object of study aeguired particular
importance. The fact that Europe was the settimgttie development and
consolidation of Christianity from antiquity, anbet far-reaching influence
that this religion has exercised, at many differdenels, on the life of the
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peoples and cultures of the continent, make it éasynderstand why today
hagiotoponyms, in general, still have such weidtgignificance (despite the
progressive secularisation of society) in the tgpoy of Europe. The specific
case of Catalonia is, in relation to this questimry much a reference point:
the data used in this analysis indicate that apprately 6% of toponyms (at
least, among what | have referred to as the “top@nimajor”) are hagiotopo-
nyms. The undertaking of comparative studies ifediht countries, involving
analyses of this type, should provide interestiimglihgs in the future. The
growing availability of data-bases of statisticalusces of onomastics,
adequately organised, should be of great assistarhbis work.

Finally, | should stress the need to establish odlogical diversity in the

studies of hagiotoponymy by way of principle. Ifstarical analyses have
traditionally predominated, the academic develogroéonomastics is opening
up new paths of analysis and offering new poss#slifor research. In this
study, albeit a somewhat introductory approachavehsought to make this
point evident. An emphasis on written documents taedsystematic explor-
ation of the archives continues to be, in many waysindispensable task.
But we should not lose sight of the qualitativeueabf the information inher-
ent, on numerous occasions, to the new toponymurces (be it statistical in
form or derived from an exploitation of a data Ha#is innovative character,
and the connections that it can frequently establith immediate reality

(and which are often impossible to obtain via otBeurces), constitute an
aspect worthy of the greatest attention.

Official gazetteers

Generalitat de Catalunya 198®iari Oficial de la Generalitat de Catalunya
1101, 02.02.19890rdre de 20 de desembre de 1988, per la qual es fa
publica la llista dels noms oficials dels municipie Catalunya, de les
seves unitats de poblacié i de les entitats mualigigescentralitzades.

Generalitat de Catalunya 200Nemenclator oficial de toponimia major de
Catalunya(NOTMC). 2 Vols andndex.Second edition. Barcelona.
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